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"The most promising and original writer of fantasy to come along since Robin McKinley."â€”Peter S.

Beagle, best-selling author of The Last UnicormDamiana is safe-keeper in the small village of

Tambleham. Neighbors and strangers alike come one by one, in secret, to tell her things they dare

not share with anyone else, knowing that Damiana will keep then to herself. One late night, a

mysterious visitor from the city arrives with an unusual secret for the Safe-Keeperâ€”a newborn

baby. Damiana, who is expecting her own child, agrees to take the foundling. She names him Reed

and raises him side by side with her daughter, Fiona. Ad the years pass and the two children grow

into teenagers, they must come to terms with who they areâ€”and who they may be.
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The Safe-Keeper's Secret (2004) is a standalone fantasy novel. One night, the King's own

Safe-Keeper came riding through Tambleham, stopping at the Safe-Keeper's house on the other

side. There he left a baby and a secret.Safe-Keepers exist only to keep secrets, some for just a



short while and others for all eternity. Conversely, Truth-Tellers exist only to relate the literal truth.

Dream-Makers exist to fulfill wishes through their magic, but cannot control the gift.In this novel,

Elminstra the herb witch comes to the Safe-Keeper's house early the next morning with food and

milk. She knocks on the door, calling out to the two sisters, then pushes it open after no one

responds. Angeline comes to answer the knocking with a child in each arm, telling Elminstra that the

girl is her sister's newborn and the boy has been left in their care.Angeline is the Safe-Keeper for

Lowford. She has come to help deliver the child of her sister Damiana, the Safe-Keeper for

Tambleham. Damiana will raise the two children as if they are both her own, although the whole

village knows that only one is hers. In fact, everybody else thinks that Reed is the illegitimate son of

the King.Reed and Fiona grow up as if they were twins. They even look alike. But Reed is full of

energy, while Fiona is much more sedate. She remains calm even when Reed brings in a snake to

show her and even looks for a box to keep it in for a pet. Yet Fiona always goes out to see any new

thing that Reed finds in his roaming.Reed isn't sure what he wants to be, but he is willing to try

anything once. Fiona has always known that she will be a Safe-Keeper like her mother and

grandmother.
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